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A LETTER, 
Se. Ge. 


P. 
\ 


YOUR Ladyſhip having, in the moſt 


public and awful Manner, conſigned Colours 


to the Charge of Men of the moſt laudable 
Profeſſion, whom you are pleaſed to compli- 
ment for thoſe arduous Exertions in the 


Service of their Country, which evince their 


Determination to defend (under Heaven !) 
our glorious Conſtitution; of which,” you 
aſſert your Banner to be the Type, whilſt 
Life remains ;” although; I admire the Zeal as 
well as. © the unlettered Eloquence of your 
Heart, glowing with Ardour in its Country's 
Cauſe,” it ſeems incumbent upon me (whom 
your Brother originally indulged with his 
Proxy, which was never abuſed, but ſteadily 


adhering to the Dignity and Hereditary Blood 


:: MS of 


Fe } 


of the Houſe of Courtenay, conſtantly em- 


ployed in Support and Defence of that Con- 
ſtitution, which for its Purity, has ever been 
univerſally adored, as one of the Wonders 
of the World, and ſhall not ceaſe to ſurvive 
the Revolutions of Time, quickened by Vir- 
tue, which alone can exempt it from Death, 
in which not only the K:ngdom's Right (England) 
but the Liberty and Property of the Subject 
at large, are inrolled) to call forth your 
Attention, to an Inſtitution, the fundamental 
Points of which, your Ladyſhip, in the natural 


Courſe of Education, may probably have not 
imbibed. 


In Order, therefore, to ſmooth my Way, 
I muſt invoke your Lady ſhip to fix your View 
to two important Objects, of which the firſt 
is a Diſcourſe in Honour of the Revolution, 
extracted from a London Journal, and the 
ſecond, from a Sermon, preached before the 
_ Univerſity of Oxford, by WILLIAM Crows, 
I. L. B. Fellow of New College, on the 
Any of the pa of November. 
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DISCOURSE, 
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DISCOURSE, 


In HONOR of the REVOLUTION, 


„ THE REVOLUTION, brought about 
under the matchleſs Conduct, and conſum- 
mate Prudence of the PRINCE of ORANGE, 
is the Source of all our preſent National Hap- 
pineſs: It is the Renewal and Confirmation of 
our Conſtitution, and the Enlargement and En- 
 forcement of Public Liberty: It is the End, the 
glorious End, of all the noble Struggles and 


virtuous Contentions of our worthy Anceſtors. 


This End was not only glorious, but the Means 
uſed to obtain it were perfeftly juſt ; the Diſpo- 
 fitton and Actions of the Prince of ORANGE 
and the People of England, were ſtrictly wiſe, 
and exactly conformable to the Laws of Nature, 
which are the Laws of GOD, the Great Au- 
thor of Nature ; who ever commands us to 
take Care of our Happineſs, when 'tis invadea 
by wicked and unreaſonable Men.” 

t 07 „% Publica 
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& Publick Good, general Happineſs, and the 
Proſperity of the Pro LR, were the Motives of 
Reſiſtance at the REVOLUTION; but theſe 
were not always the Motives of Reſiſtance, nor 
of all the Civil Wars, which, of old, infeſted 
this Kingdom. The Wars, commonly calted 
the Baron's Wars, were only a Contention be- 
tween the King and the Barons, who ſhould 
be the Tyrants of the People. The Battles 
and Bloodſhed of thoſe Times, were not for 
the Good of the People, but for the Power of 
the King or Barons: It was nothing to the 
poor People, who got the better; the Conquerors 
were their Tyrants, and they the Congueror's 8 
e | 


40 The Wars between the Houſes of York 
and Lancaſter, were not the virtuous Struggle 
of the People for Liberty and general Good ; 
but a Struggle among the Great Men, accord- 
ing as their Acquaintance, Inelination, or 
Intereft lay, what Family ſhould be King.“ 

« The 


very how far the Whigs and Tories, Tories and Whigs, 
f ſhuffled and intermixt, as even to puzzle a very learned 
an' cloquent Law Lord (Thurlow) on his Woolſack, to 
giſtinguiſh and define them, have been inſtrumental to the 
preſent exiſting Troubles? Time will reveal; and how far, 
in the Conteſts, the actual Bond Fide Rights of the People 
have alſo been the actual Object of theſe contending Parties, 
ts a Point, that may in future require ſome Inveſtigation. 


„ Wd 
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„The REVOLUTION not only preſerved 
the ancient Form of the Engliſi Government ; 
but the Claims of the People of England were 
ſo well adjuſted and eſtabliſhed by Taz BiLiL 
or Ricurs, that the Subſtance of Liberty was 
very much ENLARGED, and very ſtrongly 
enforced; the Cruil and Religious Rights of 
the Subject were ſpecified, recognized, and 
ſtrengthened, by Guardian Laws: Such a 
Juſt Balance of Power was ſettled between 
King and People, as hath firmly ſecured thoſe 
Liberties, which 'ti]] that happy Period, were 
very precarious; and removed from us the 
Fear of Civil Commotions, Wars, and Vio- 
lence, on Account of Religion and Worſhip, 
the Property of the Subject, and the Contending 
Titles of the Crown. The Prerogatzve of the 
King, and the Rzghts of the People are ſo well 
underſtood, becauſe ſo well diftinguiſhed, that all 
Contention about them is ceaſed amongſt wiſe 

and honeſt Men ; the Laws are made the ſtanding 
Meafure of Government and Obedience; and 
Prerogative is jultly accounted no more than a 
Power of executing. the Laws, and a Power of 
afting for the Good of the People, in Cafes of 
Emergency, which the Laws can't Jorefee, nor 
conſequently N for.” 


Your 


$0 


Your Ladyſhip will now permit me to lead 
you to the ſecond Object, where you will 
perceive an accompliſhed and concluſively 
argumentative Writer (who is not alone a 
Divine, but a Poet and Orator, not only with 
Strength of Thought, but Dignity of Soul, 
Foreſight and Judgment, illuſtrating his Sub- 
jects with the greateſt Perſpicuity) ad zerting to 
& the Duties of Religion and the Rrghts of 
Society as being well underſtood, and our 
mutual Forbearance and Charity enlarged, 
expreſſes his Hope, that the deſirable Period 
may arrive, when we ſhall all ſerve Gos, if 
not in the Unity of Spirit, which is moſt 
perfect, yet in the Bond of Peace, which beſt 
becomes the Diſciples of CurisT,"* 

He 


* &« Ubi fuerit Chriftus ibi eft Eccleſia CaTrolica:” and 
it is eſtabliſhed, of old, that no Church ought to have any 
Law repugnant to thoſe af the Catholic Church, and that the 
preſuming of a Part of the Church to differ from the 
Whele, is Schiſmatigal, as al Parts ought to be congruous 
to the Whole; and to which every Member of different 
Communities is, by Oath, Honour, Conſcience, and 
Faith, bound to adhere. Theſe are hallowed and immu- 
table Points, which muſt operate equally in Church and 
State; for, even our BLesstD Loxp Himſelf faith, that 
Faith is one of the Ta Bapuripe Ts vous weightier Matters 
of the Law. Perjury diſhonours Gop more than any other 
Sin, and is, ſurely, more deteſtable than Athei/m itſelf, 

| becauſe 


[ » } 


| He next proceeds, as follows: 


“ The true End of Civil Society is the Pre- 
ſervation of the Civil Rights of its Members ; 
and it is incumbent on the Magiſtrate, to 
whom the Protection of thoſe Rights is en- 
truſted, to exert his utmaſt Vigilance, Pru- 
dence, and Fortitude in their Defence ; and he 
being bound, by the very Nature and Reaſon 

555 of 


becauſe this is only a Denial of the Being of a Gop; but 


that, a deriding and ſcorning of Hin; a grievouſly taking 
his Name in vain; for, Gop © will not hold him guiltleſs, 
that taketh his Name in vain.” 


Even Heathens acknowledge the Supremacy of Oaths ; 
and it is, here, much applicable to the Subje& to quote 
the Example of Uladiſlaus, King of Hungaria, who made 


2 Truce with Amurath, the Turk, for Ten Years, which 


was confirmed by an Oatb, which they mutually ſwore to 
each other. But, the Pope diſliking the Covenant, had 
Recourſe to his Di/pen/ing Power, and abſolyed the King 
from his Oath, ſo that the War was renewed. And having 
joined in a ſet Battle, at firſt the Hungarians had the better; 
which the Turk ſeeing, is faid to have pulled the Articles 
of the Truce out of his Boſom, and to hold them up to 
Heaven, and ſay, O Cux1sr, if Thou art Gop, @s Chris- 
tians profeſs Thou art, then avenge Thyſelf on them, wwho have 
/ highly diſhonoured Thee, by breaking their Covenant and 
| their Oath, which they ſavore to by Thy Name; upon which the 
Battle turned; the Turks had a ſignal Victory; the Chriſtians 


were vanquiſhed ; and 1 e was * in the | 


Fight. 
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of his Office, to make the Welfare of the So- 
ciety the ultimate Object of his Care; it is no 
leſs his Duty to prevent the Dangers he fore- 
ſees, than to remedy the Evils he cannot pre- 
vent: yet muſt he not interfere by diſcretion- 
ary Acts of Power, for the Magi/trate's Diſcre- 
tion may be made a Scourge for the People: nor 

yet in Matters purely Religious, for with ſuch 
he has not, of Right, any Concern whatever.” 


«© But if the Magiſtrate ſhall refuſe to fulfil 
that great Purpoſe of his Inſtitution (the Pro- 
lection of the People), and much more, if he 
ſhall betray the Truſt repoſed in him, and be- 
come himſelf a Danger to the State, in ſuch 
Circumſtances the Community is at Liberty to 
act for itſelf; and is juſtified, provided the 
Members in their Conſcience believe, that leſs 
Damage will follow from ſo doing, than from 
ſubmitting to the Evil. 


& It was this Manner of acting (or in other 
words, the Duty of Self-preſervation) tha 
brought on the ſecond great Deliverance o. 
this Day; when the People, having received 
many Provocations from the Intruſion of papal 
Superſtitions, and ſuſtained many Injuries from 
the Inſolence of Arbitrary Power, aroſe to vindicate 
© their truly indeſeaſible Rights! And becauſe the 
faw 
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ſaw that their Grievances had ſprung as much 
from the aſſumed Authority of the Prince as 
from his Bigotry, they judged it expedient to 
ſecure themſelves with equal Precaution againſt 
both. They would no longer receive from 
his precarious Bounty, that which they claim- 
ed and demanded as their Right; nor would 
they allow the Head of their own Church to 
hold Religious Principles, which made him 
the Subje& of another. The Throne was 
placed on the firm Baſes of a Proteſtant Religion 
and a bounded Prerogative: and thus was com- 
pleted for Us that noble Struflure of Freedom 
which the Revolution eſtabliſhed. - It was plan- 
ned in Wiſdom, and founded in Juſtice; and 
it was erected on the Ruins of a Royal Houſe 
—a glorious and awful Monument, to tell 
Mankind—THERE IS NO GREATNESS OR Do- 
MINTDN ON EARTH $O SACRED, BUT IT MUST 
FALL BEFORE THE LIBERTIES OF THE PEO- 
PLEY,” 


B 2 66 To 


* The celebrated Monfieur Gourwille, who reſided long 
enough in England to know the Humour of the Court, Peo- 
pie, and Parliament, forcibly concludes, „qu'un Roi 
d' Angleterre qui veut etre IL Homme de fon Penple eſt le plus 
grand Roi du Monde, mais s'il veut etre quelque choſe 
davantage, il n'eſt plus rien.” That a Kine of England, 


who will be the Man of his People, is the greateſt King in 


the 


[ i2 ] 

To us, who with grateful Commemoration 
ſolemnize this Day, it remains that we offet 
up the -Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 
Gop for theſe ſignal and repeated Inſtances 
of his Protedtion. And ſo juſt a Claim has 
this Day to every Sentiment and Expreſſion 
of our Joy, that it were devoutly to be wiſhed 


there was no Room for unwelcome Reflections, 


and that every unquiet Thought could be 


baniſhed from it. But though it be our Duty 


to rejoice in the Day of Profperity, in the Day 
of Adverſity we are bid to conſider; and Gop 
hath ſo ſet the one againſt the other before 
the People of this Nation, that if we will re- 
joice in this Day, we muft rejoice with Fear. 
For at what Time were we ſo expoſed to the 
Dangers and Calamities of War, from the 
united Attempts of ſo many and ſo powerful 
Enemies? Or when did our unhappy Diviſions, 
and our other manifold Sins and Provocations, 
more conſpire to bring down His Judgments 
upon us? Awakened from the Dreams of 

Conqueſt, 


the World; but if he will be ſomething more, he is nothing at 


all. We ſhould, therefore, earneſtly pray that all Sovereigus 


would take the utmoſt care to render themſelves the Darl- 
ings of their People; and no good Engliſhman can wiſh for 
more, than that our native King may long Reign! and that 
the Triple Alliance of his /acred Majefty, his Parliaments, 
and his PEOPLE, may never be diſſolved! 


189 
Conqueſt, we behold the moſt thriving Branch 
of our Empire engrafted on the Power of our 
natural Foe, and defend with Difficulty our 
remaining Poſſeſſions. It is a War of Appre- 
henfion and Diſmay ; and even now is every 
one liſtening in the Anxiety of Fear for the 
News that the next Hour may bring him 
of ſome heavy Calamity. It will come; it 


will come quickly; and it will be but the Be- 
Fan of Sorrows,” 


“ And to what can we attribute this alarm- 
ing Situation, but to the juſt Viſitation of God 
for our Offences ? It is' therefore every Man's 
firſt Duty to examine himſelf, and fo to re- 
gulate his future Life, that his Guilt may not 
add more to the too heavy Burden of this 
Land. But this is not the whole Matter : the 
Cauſes of national Proſperity and Diſtreſs are 
often to be found (where they are naturally to 
be ſought for) in national Practices and Prin- 
cipies. And ſurely that State cannot but be in 
a perilous Condition, where, on one Hand, 
Corruption maintains a wide and increaſing In- 
fluence, acknowledged but uncontrouled, and 
prodigal beyond Example: on the other, a 
People indulge themſelves in idle and luxuri- 
ous Diſſipation; ſo to avoid RefleQions too 
ſerioushand too diſtreſsful, becauſe 55 


care 
not, 
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not, or deſpair of the Commonwealth. Yet 
theſe, and other Prattices as bad as theſe, are 
but as Diſeaſes which a found Conſtitution may 
throw off, and again recover its priſtine Health. 
Much worſe is the Caſe when national Princi- 
ples are vitiated; when (for Inſtance) it is 
aſſerted with a wicked Boldneſs that Corrup- 
tion is uſeful and neceſſary to the Govern- 
ment; or, when thoſe plain and ſacred Doc- 
trines of Civil Liberty, which no Sophiſtry 
can perplex, and no Strength of Argument 
confute, are flandered with the injurious 
Name of empty Speculations. Theſe are dread- 
ful and ſatal Tokens; and unleſs ſome Antidote 
can ſubdue their Malignity, the Conſtitution in 
which they are found will ſoon decline into 
that State of Agony and Deſpair, when its 
Evils ſhall be both intolerable and incurable.” 


© Let us then turn to that BEING for De- 
liverance who hath ſo often interpoſed to ſave 
us; and implore Him to give us that due Senſe 
of all His Mercies, that hereaſter we may ſhew 
forth His Praiſe, not only with our Lips but in 
our Lives, that Iniguity may not be our Ruin. 
Let us look up to Him for Protection from 
the impending Danger, and addreſs ourſelves 
to His Goodneſs in this Hour of our Diſtreſs. 
wm in Juſtice and Neceſſity we have drawn the 
Sword, 
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Sword, do Tnov, O Gop, go forth with our 
Hoſts! But if, for our manifold Sins it is Thy 
Pleaſure to chaſtife us in this fearful War; if 
Tnou wilt deſtroy our Greatneſs, and this re- 
nowned Land muſt be humbled before its 
Enemies; we beſeech Tukk to teach us that 
true Affection and Dependance on TRE, which 
muſt be our Refuge in the time of our Abaſe- 
ment: and grant us Grace to receive whatever 
Thy ſecret Wiſdom hath appointed for us, with 
a contented Mind, and a cheerful Reſignation 
to Thy wir; humbly hoping, that even in 
Thy Wrath Txov wilt remember Mercy; and 
knowing aſſuredly, that whether in Proſperity 
or Afflictions, we ſtill are Inſtruments in Thy 
Hand, O FATEHER ALwicnTy! to promote 
Thy gracious Deſigns for the general ove of 
Thy Creation!” | 


Having already ſpoken reſpe&fully of the 
Profeſſion in general, I yet doubt whether all 
Lawyers are ſound Stateſmen, atting agreably 
to the fundamental Laws or political Conſtitu- 
tion of this Kingdom; and whether, in ſome 
Inſtances, the Depravity of Education and Prac- 
tice does not generally contribute to deaden 
their inſtinflive Virtues ? | 


This 
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This is the Opinion of a Mr. Dawes.—And 
if every Thing is to be credited which ſeems ; 
to be authentically ſtated by a Mr. A. Grant, 
in a Work dedicated to the Earl of Moira, 
concerning the National Miſeries and Evils 
flowing from various of the preſent Prattiti- 
oners, it is enough to make Human-Nature 
ſhudder with Horror and Indignation ! 


How far, in the preſent Days of refined 
Philoſophy, Inveſtigators have too much 
wandered from the Precepts of Chriſtianity, 
is left to future Diſcuſſion, and the Deciſion 
of Time ; yet, if I might venture to prophecy, 
in the Words of Lord Bacon, “ although a 
Smattering of Philoſophy may lead a Man 


into Atheiſm, a deep Draught wall certainly 


bring him back again to the Belief of 
Gon and Providence,” and that vos - 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, that Law which is 
written in the Breaſt and Heart of every 


Man. 


But, as an Abuſe of other Nations will na- 
turally invite a Recrimination, let us examine 
what the French Syſtem is, and what they, in 
their bilious Humour and vindictive Spirit af 
Retaliation, ſay of the Folly and Madneſs 
of Engliſhmen. | 


Ia 
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In their Politique de France, they obſerve: 
& Quant a ce qui eft des Anglois, ils vont aucuns 
amis, ce ſont des Gens fans Foy, ſans Religion, 
ſans Probite, ſans Fuſtice aucune, defians, legers 
an dernier point, cruels, impatiens, Gourmands, 
Superbes, audacieux, avares,  propres pour les 
Coups de Main, et pour une promte Execution, 
mais incapables de conduire une Guerre avec Fuge - 
ment. Leur Pais eft aſſex bon pour vivre, mais 
il weſt. pas aſſez riche pour eur fournir les Moyens 
de ſortir, et de faire aucune Conqueſte : auſſi n ont 
Ils Jamais rien conquis, except? LIX ELAN DE dont 
les Habitans ſont foibles et mauvais SoLDATS, 
Us ſe haiſſent les uns les autres, et ſont en v Diviſion 
CONTINUELLE, ſoit pour la Religion, * ſoit pour 
le Gouvernement. Une Guerre de France, de trois 
ou quatre Ans, contre eux, les ruinera entierement, 
ainſt il cur gil ne faut point faire de Paix avec 
eux qu'a des Conditions qui nous ſoient tres avant- 


agenſes.” * 


And, as a farther proof of their Jefuitical 
Proceedings towards this great Nation, by Di- 
viſion and Subdiviſion, rendering, from Day 
to Day, the Calamities of other Countries 
more incurable, they add, that © the moſt 
concluſive Way to undo the Engliſh, is to 
make them keep an Army on Foot, and there is 
No Fear of their landing in FRANCE, but to their 
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certain Deſtruction, unleſs they ſhould be invited 
by a Rebellion, without which their Troops will, 


in a ſhort Time, moſt undoubtedly fall foul upon one 
another. To keep them upon continual Expence, it 


is but giving them the Alarm upon the Iſles of 
Ferſey aud Guernſey, Wight and Man, IX ELAN p, 
and the Cinque Ports; by which Means they will 


be put upon the Charge of Fortifications and Gar- 


riſons, which will perſuade the People, that the 
King intends to ſet up a Standing Army, and an 
arbitrary Government. So long as this holds, the 
Nation will never be at Quiet, but torment 
themſelves with Fears and Fealoufies, which may 
be eaſily fomented by Letters in Cypher, to ſuch 
or ſuch particular Perſons ; and in ſuch Sort to be 
INTERCEPTED 4s ſhall be found CONVENIENT. 


Theſe Letters may give a Hint of a Deſcent in Ire- 


land, and elſewhere, which would diſpoſe the 


Triſh, who mortally hate the Engliſh, to a Revolt; 
and among the Suſpicious Multitude, they would 
paſs for Goſpel. This Contrivance would make the 
Scots alſo, to bethink themſelves of recovering 
their Liberty; where there muſt be Parties made, 


and the Scots encouraged one againſt another ; ＋7 


, the Roman Catholics,” 


By the foregoing, our Politicians will na- 
turally perceive, that the French carry their 
Sovereign 


t 9 ] 
Sovereign Arbitrage through Chriſtendom. 
Their Quiet chiefly conſiſts in our domeſtic 
Troubles, and more univerſally, in the Calamities 
of all others (like the Flames of Mount“ Ve- 
ſuvius) ſetting whole . Nations on 
Fire. 


They have finer Ways to Victory than by 
Force of Arms, and their Gold has done them 
better Service than their Iron. Vet they 
have no other Way than by dividing and 
weakening of the Parts to maſter the Whole, 
which is their Capital Defign : And if ſo, there 
is no Fence againſt a Common Enemy, but a 
Common Union. 


In ſhort, Madam, without treſpaſſing too 
long upon your Patience, I am decidedly of 
Opinion that Abuſes, in the Courſe of Time, 
creep in, both in Church and State, and ought 
to be regulated by the Higher Powers (our 
Religious and Political Architefts) leſt, by 
their own inconſiderate Negle&, a fine old 
venerable Building may too ſpeedily and fatal- 
ly fall about their Ears. The Revolution al- 
luded to, ſo gloriouſly effected, and at a 
Period ſo beneficial to the People, did not, 
in my Apprehenſion, ſufficiently extend its 
Limits and Boundaries to prevent the delug- 

Sf | ing 
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ing afreſh,: (as in the Caſe of the American 
War) the Globe at large in human Gore. — 
And, here, let me complain of the Declaratory 
Law, erroneouſly extended too far by the then 
exiſting Legiſlators, a Law that hath loſt all 
its obliging Power, and, like all other Laws, 
ceaſeth to be any longer a Law, when its End 
is unattainable; it is not, therefore, a Law to 
be diſpenſed with in Part only, but abrogated 
and-utterly aboliſhed in Toto. It has unfortu- 
nately been the Efficient Cauſe of all our Miſ- 
deeds, fabricated by an ITriſi man, adopted by 
a Parliamentary Whig, and enforced by a Tory 


of Scotch Extrattion. If my Memory ſerves 


me right, I read, when I had the Honour of 
being promoted to the King's Bench, in the 
Anecdotes of that ſuper-eminent Stateſman, 
(the avowed and experienced Friend of Hu- 
man Nature) the late Earl of Chatham, a ſcep- 
tical Obſervation how far a Scotchman, - Iriſh- 
man, or Foreigner, could well, from not be- 
ing a Native of the Engliſh Soil, become an 
Adept in the genuine fundamental Principles 
of the Engliſh Conſtitution? And yet Mr. 
De Lolme, a Genevois, avers, that the People of 
England are ſo intoxicated with their Liberties, 
that they are even incapable of judging of the 
Baſis on which their own ſelf-evident exiſting 
Rights and Liberties are founded. For a 
Foreigner 
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Foreigner to hold out ſuch a daring Propoſi- 
tion, in the Face of all our welk-inſtruted 
Engliſh Lawyers, and be countenanced alſo, is to 


me a Species of aan. not to be cre- 
dited “! 


The Declaratory Act pronounced the Par- 


liament of England to be Omnipotent, Su- 
preme, Infallible (State-Popery !) in all Caſes 


whatſoever! My Opinion is, now, as it ever | 


has been, that the beſt and only Plan of Re. 
formation is, evidently, to . revert to firſt 
Principles. The Object of the Settlement at 
the Revolution extended no farther than the 
Limitation of the Power of the Crown. Let 
the Settlement now be the Limitation of the 
Power of Parliament! Let it be ſaid what 
Parliament cannoT do! And then, what it 
Ax, do, will be {till Power enough leſt, for 
any free Government to poſſeſs. As under that 
Declaration the Power of Parliament was ſaid 


to be unlimited, under ſuch Unlimutation, there 


fore, the Rights of the People were taken away! 
How 


; It is to be obſerved, that Mr. De Lolme, in his Publica- 
tion, (“ Conſtitution de L' Angleterre”) is equally defective, 


though not ſo culpable as Sir William Blackflone, with Re- 


ſpect to the genuine Expoſition and Definition of the Britſh 
Conflitution, 
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How any Hereditary Guardian, Individually 
[worn to protect the Conſtitution as it is, both 
in Church and State, ſhould claim an unlimited 
Power in a limited State, and an arbitrary Pouer 
in a free State, ſo incongruous to each other, 
appears to me inconceivable! and if not juſti- 
fiable in the Individual, how can it conſcienti- 
ouſly admit of a Juſtification COLLECTIVELY, 
fo many Individuals making, but one collective 


Whole? When a Man violates his Oath, and 


departs from firſt Principles, it may be ſaid, 
that Man has no more Conſcience than 
Wolves {Homo Hominz Lupus) and that he 
incuts the ſatirical Obſervation of the Italians: 
ce Tutti fete macchiati d'una pece, e havete la 
conſcientia del Lupo. Che Conſcientia ha il Lupo? 
Lupo trouvando fi ammalato, ando dal Medico 
per qualche Medicina, il quale gli diſſe che non 
dove ſſe per qualche Tempo mangiar che per TRE 
QUATTRINI DI CaRNE 71 Paſto. Hora il Lupo 
tornando à Caſa, trovo per Via una Pecora con 
il ſuo Agnello, e mos80 DA ConsctexTia Lu- 
PINA, per cenar bene, $TIMO la Pecora valer 
due Quattrini, e I' Agnello uno, cos1 s Gia 
MANGIO, e poi 4s non haver preterito l Ordine 
ae! Medico. 


But to come now, to my main Point, the 
CONSTITUTION OF THIS COUNTRY! 


and 
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and the ſacred and immulable Baſis on which it 

ſtands, and has ever ſtood, exemplified from the 

Records and Hiſtory of Antiquity, by the Do- 

cuments of our virtuous Predeceſſors, who 

ſtate, for the well-governing of any Common- 

wealth, that ſuch Rules and Meaſures of Ope- 

rations are inſtructively to be laid down, as 

may be firm, certain and fixed: for Perpetuity 

is de Ratione Legis, and every human Law, 

abſtractedly conſidered as ſuch, ought to be | 

looked on as a permanent, fixed, ſtanding 3 

Rule of human Actions (Regula permanens _ 

directiva Humanorum Atwm) and to continue 1 

in Force, and Being, until it be revoked, by — 

the ſame Legiſlative Power that made it. | 

Theſe Rules and Meaſures are no other than 

human Laws; ſa that human poſhtive Laws, 1 

conſidered merely as ſuch, may pretend to - il 

a Fixedneſs and Stability: And it is plain | 

that they have it in their Nature and Conſtitution, 

becauſe they do not ceaſe to he Laws, upon 1 

the Deceaſe of the Legiſlator, but continue 

under his Succeſſor; and, after kim, under a 

fecond Succeſſor, and a third, and a fourth, and 

Jo on; and it is but fit they ſhould, becauſe 

they were made for the Public Good, which is a | 

fixed Thing; and for the Community, which is | 

permanent ; and becauſe, moreover, they are | 1 

Deduttions from the Law of NATURE, which | | 
| 


14 


14 3 


is perpetual; and being accommodated to all 
theſe, they muſt needs participate, in ſome 
Meaſure, of their Proprieties, which are Fix- 
edneſo, Stability and Perpetuity ; and, by Conſe- 
quence, quatenus Oy as they are Laws, 15 
not ceafe. 


Again, neither doth Ceſſation attend them 
by Reaſon of the Frailty of the Legiſlator; for, 
though the Legi/lator may be mortal, his Laws 
ſhall not expire with him. A Law made for 
the Good of a Commonwealth 1s made in the 
Name of it, and by the Legiſlative Power of it, 
and every Commonwealth, as ſuch, is, in ſome 
Sort, perpetual; and, therefore, when the 
Legiſlator or Legiſlators ſhall die, that Law ſhall 
not, in Conſequence of that Deceaſe, periſh 
alſo, or ceaſe to be a Law any longer. De- 
legatio ab Homine ,expirat Re Integra, per Mortem 
Delegantis ; non autem Delegatio a Jure, ſeu per 
Legem, quia Lex non moritur.” And if this 
were not ſo, but that Laws ſhould all expire 
at the Death of every Prince, what great 
Confuſion would follow upon it? But there 
needs no further Proof in this Matter. Every 
one knows that Laws do ofually outlive their 
£egi/lators. 


Again, 


E 


Again, the Ceſſation of Laws depends not 
upon the Expiration of thoſe Individuals, 
upon whom they were at firſt impoſed : for, 
every human poſitive Law made for the com- 
mon Good of any Body Politic, obligeth not only 
all Perſons in being, and preſent Members of 
it when it is made, but all thoſe, likewiſe, 


who ſhall hereafter be any Parts of it: and 


every Body Politic, being, in ſome Sort, per- 
petual, its Laws alſo, abſtrattedly conſidered, 
may juſtly claim a Share with it in the ſame 
kind of Perpetuity ; for, every Law, in its 
own Nature, and from the very firſt making 
of it, has a Reſpect to Futurity, and a Pover 
of obliging thoſe that are to come (except it be 
ſuch a Law as ſome particular Perſon may 
impoſe upon himſelf - by Vow or Contract, 
wherein his Heirs and Executors are no Ways 


concerned) and becauſe that all Laws which 


are made directly for any Community, are to 
be ſuppoſed to be made for it, during ſo long 
a Time as it ſhall exiſt and remain ſuch a 
Community ; and the ſame Community it may 
remain unto the World's End, for any Thing 
we know to the contrary : for, though it is 
varied by the Extinttion and continued Suc-. 
ceſſion of its Members, yet it is ſtill the ſame 
Community, and, by Conſequence, has in it 
ſome Sort of Perpetuity (even as the TyHamzs 
: D at 
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at London Bridge, is ſtill 'the ſame River it was 
before, although there is not in it, To-day, 
one Dram of that individual Water which. was 
in it Yeſterday) For, all that are born Mem- 
bers of it, and all that ſhall voluntarily add 
themſelves to it, do forthwith become Parts of 
it, and every Part muſt be in Conformity to : the 
Work, and be obliged by the ſame Laws, by 
which the Whole is obliged; or elſe it is no 
congruous Part of it; I ſay, by the ſame Laws, 
and thoſe, peradventuze, of ſome Hundreds of 
Years ſlanding, and made for the Community, 
before they had any Being: And ſo the Com- 
munity being in ſome Sort perpetual, its Laws, 
abſtractedly 8 as ſuch, may be con- 
ceived of as running the ſame Fate with it, 
and being, likewiſe, perpetual. 


Cictro, proving ſuch a Neceſſity, againſt 
_ aſſumed Infallibility, mentions the Period, 
when Men had Recourle to immoveable written 
Laws, which would be as one conſtant Rule and 
Standard, ever ſpeaking to all Sorts of Men, 
with one and the ſame Voice : * Tum Leges ſunt 
indeniæ, que cum omnibus una atque eddem Voce 
loquerentur.” By theſe Laws. all Men might 
know what was Right and Wrong, and take due 
Meaſures of all their Actions. The Poſition 
of Ariſtotle (a Poſition which cannotþe either 

too 
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too much commended or uſed) involves 
within it a certain Truth, demonſtrating that 
a written Law is a pure Intellet (O voE- ig. 
Arb 088Zews) not only. without any ſenſitive Ap- 
petite, But, alſo, without a Will; or it is 4 
Judgment, without any Paſſion or ſelfiſh: Reſpe ct, 
and fuch a Ju DE as cannot any Way be unjuſt 
or partial, becauſe” it conſtantiy ſpeaks to all Sorts 
of People, with one and the ſame Tenour of In- 
differency, and cannot have a fide Reſpect to any 
Man's Perfon, but remains, as a Standing 
OraAcLE, 70 Ty conſulted then any Doubts or 
Difficulties may ariſe ! And, therefore, the 
ſame Philoſopher, in another Place, ob- 
ſerves that, it ſeems io be as clear a Truth 
as any other whatſoever, that written Laws, 
decreeing what is Right and Juſt, "ſhould be 
the PRINCESSES of all CoumonweaLtas ! 
Oavepov S de drug s reo, 1 dg 071 det rg vs u 
 Exv%u xbęivs XEiphEVEV oY ws TATE, In a word, 
the wijeſt Nations did all pitch upon this Way of 
Government, by known written Laws, as far ex- 
ceeding all others. The ancient Laws of the 
Romans were written, and, therefore, called the 
Laws of the XII. Tables; and ſo were thoſe 
of the Athenians upon their "AZoves, Kö ra 
Trina, Pillars of Braſs and Stone. And Gov, 

NIMSELF, to ſhew there is no Way of cout 
| f 1 in 


— 
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ing Mankind to be compared to it, commanded | 


4 | kis Laws, alſo, to be written, not only to 
5 preſerve them from Oblivion and Corruption, 
1 but that they might be as fixed Rules and 
| Standards of Human Actions, and known and 
| | Sacred Oracles to be conſulted upon all Occa- 
1 ons. And the ſingular Benefit“ (obſerves 
| Mr. Hooker, in his “ Eccleſiaſtical Polity”) 
14 66 that hath grown unto the World by receiving the 
| ; Laws of Gov, even by his own Appointment com- 
1 mitted unto WRITING, we are not able to een 
1 as the Value thereof . ” 


. 10 ſhort, it is the miſerable Condition of 
IF the Times, from whatever Cauſe they may have 
1 | taken their Riſe, which is now complained 
4 | againſt, and which has been attended with 
ſuch Incidents and. Circumſtances as have, 
1 through ſome Means or other, ſo affected 
j every Subjett, and all Orders and Degrees of 
#1 Men, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, that one. 
[| may cry out 158 


| | e Gods] what Havock does Ambition make 
67 % Inu all your Works !” | 


| Of Courſe, a conſtant Adherence to the 
5 Nolumus Leges Mutari,“ can certainly never 
ſtrike 
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ſtrike at the Heart of Great Britain, but the 
Voruuus ſhould ever be dreaded! Falfe 
Loyalty, in ſubſcribing to pernicious Mea- 
ſures, is a Crime; but true Loyalty is a faith- 
ful Correſpondence and Submiſſion to the 
genuine Spirit of Law : it is That which ſur- 
rounds the King ; it is his Shield and Buckler, 
and renders his Perſon ſacred! + - | 


\ Theſe are the Dictates of my Heart, which - 
I convey to your Ladyſhip without Prejudice - 
or Paſſion; for Great Men, in the Courſe of 
Human Affairs, naturally decline, and Mighty 
Men may fall, but the Dictates of an Honeſt 
Philoſopher from his Cloſet, will keep their 
Nation for ever. 


1 remain, 
: | Mapan, 
"With is 8 Eſteem and Regard, 


Your faithful Friend, 
And Relation, 


ABINGDON. 


- 
— 
—— 


May the Arvtenty Rutter and SUPREME . 
'Disrostr of Kingdoms, be pleaſed, in his. 
4 Grace and Favour, and for the Sake of Peace, to 
4 permit that every Thing may be ſettled upon 
the beſt and. ſureſs Foundations, for the Wel- 
$* fare of the PATER-PATRIZX, the King and 
Kingdom, the Honour of Parliament, the Pre- 
ſervation of Religion, and the Liberty of the 
il Subject! May Hz ſo diſpoſe our. Rulers, not 
11 | only with great VMiſdom, but Fulneſs of Heart, 
| | to revert fundamentally to the righteous Bul- 
| wark of our CONSTITUTION, (which has 
i ever been the Caſe in neceſſitous Times) that we 
| may, once more, under its conſecrated Banners, 

hear the Voice of Joy and Gladneſs amongſt 

us! That our Oxen and Cattle may be ſtrong . 

to labour; that we may experience the far 

extended Bleſſings of Commerce, and the 

Abundance of Merchandiſe; that there may 

be no Decay, no Leading to Captivity, and no 
Complaining in our Streets; that every Man 

may fit down quietly under his on Vine, and 


7: 
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his own Hands pluck his oten Grapes ; that the 
Mowers may fill their Scythes, and the Reapers 
bind up their Sheaves in the Bonds of Fuftice 
and that Felicities may ſpread, not ſolely 
through the Court or Nobility, or amidſt the 
Citizens of any one given Nation, but un1- 
VERSALLY, from Dan unto Beerſbeba, finally 
accompliſhing the Deſtruction of Envy, Strife 
and Sedition, and the Extinction even of every 
Seminary of Rebellion!!! 


PINTS, 


MS 


I. S/ 


